
A S  A  C H I L D ,  I loved the excitement and mystery of Halloween. Getting 
to dress up and hear haunted stories always thrilled me, and I still enjoy 
the holiday as an adult. I throw an annual Halloween bash, and this year I 
was really excited to forgo the traditional pumpkins and everything orange, 
and find other spooky ideas for decoration and entertainment. I turned my 
living room into a haunted old library, complete with cobwebs, a turn-of-
the-century-style portrait over my fireplace and dusty old books, and my 
dining area into a mad scientist’s lab, where I set up a cocktail bar with all 
the mixings. My friends, artist Mary Veronica Sweeney, Pam Hodnefield of 
PH Design Group, and Aren Der Hacopian and Michael Moore, both of 
the Seattle Opera, joined me for an evening of grown-up Halloween fun.
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