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I  A D M I T :  I  H A V E  N E V E R  B E E N  A  F A N  of the potluck concept. When 
I invite friends into my home, I want to serve them and make them feel 
pampered—not ask them to do work by bringing a dish. But in this 
economy, the need to support each other has increased as entertaining 
budgets have decreased, so I decided to rethink the potluck, giving 
it an inexpensive yet stylish makeover by inviting my friends over for a 
community dinner inspired by their family heritage. Hoping to deepen 
friendships while also tapping into the emotional connection that my guests 
have with family recipes, I asked each guest to bring a treasured family 
dish as well as photos and stories about their relatives to share. The result 
inspires great conversation and makes for a creative, fun, affordable evening. 
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